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Parade to Open June 7;
Featuring New Home Styles, 
$10,000 Automation Giveaway

The 23rd annual Parade of Homes, June 
7-15, is a great event for anyone that is look-
ing to gain ideas for their current home, or 
looking to buy or build a new home.  This 
year’s Parade features new homes, remodeled 
projects and a business remodel.  

“Parade homes of all styles and price 
ranges can be seen throughout Ka-
lamazoo County,” says Scott 
DeLoof, president of the 
HBA. “This year 
we are taking 
on the 
t h e m e 
of en-
ergy ef-
f i c i e n c y , 
many of the 
homes will be 
highlighting its 
energy efficient 
features. Consum-
ers Energy is our Lu-
minary Sponsor, they 
are partnering with us to 
educate as many people as 
possible about how they can 
save money by having an en-
ergy efficient home.”

Homes in the Parade range 
from $150,000 to more than 
$900,000; some are custom homes, 
but many are currently for sale. Build-
ers and their representatives are on-site to 
speak with visitors and answer questions. This 
year’s Parade is featuring a wide variety of ex-
citing features from breathtaking lake homes 
to theater rooms, an indoor workout pool, 
wine rooms and much more. This is the per-
fect event to find improvement concepts for 
your home. 

“Parade visitors will have a chance to win 

an amazing prize this year,” says DeLoof. “A 
$10,000 Control4 home automation system, 
provided by Integrated Smart Technologies, 
could be won by entering at any or all Parade 

Homes visited on the tour.” You must be 
18 or older to enter.

The Parade will operate Monday 
through Thursday from 6 to 9 p.m, 

Fridays from 4 to 9 p.m, Saturdays 
from 1 to 9 p.m, and some homes 

are open Sunday from 1 to 5 
p.m.  Please note that homes 

in the Remodel category are 
open June 13-15 only. 

Admission is 
$12.00 per ticket and 

children 12 and un-
der will be admit-

ted free.  Tick-
ets can also be 

p u r c h a s e d 
in advance 

for $10 at 
any Ka-
lamazoo 

area Lake 
Michigan Credit 

Union location. All 
tickets include dining deals 

from local restaurants including: 
Asiago’s Bakery & Deli, Epic Bistro, 

Fieldstone Grill, Martell’s, The Union and 
Central City Tap House. 

The Parade of Homes is an official event 
of the Home Builders Association of Greater 
Kalamazoo and is sponsored by Consumer 
Energy, WKZO and WVFM, MLive Group, 
Integrated Smart Technologies and Lake 
Michigan Credit Union.   

Comp tickets are still available for HBA 
members. Call Megan Weller at (269) 375-
4225 or email at mweller@hbagk.org.



Page 2 • Home Builders Association June 2013 • Builders’ Voice

No Time to Look Back – The State’s Top Priorities Here & Now
by Bob Filka, CEO of the Home Builders Association of Michigan

On the heels of what many of our longtime members tell me is the state association’s most successful year 
ever – in terms of advocacy and reforming tax and regulatory policies impacting the building industry, I’m often 
asked how HBA Michigan is following-up on the banner year of 2012. My response: (1) by being diligent in sus-
taining recent legislative and regulatory victories; (2) identifying strategies and solutions to a looming building 
industry worker shortage; (3) staying on offense for additional reforms that encourage more housing investment 
across the state; and (4) supporting local HBA membership growth to strengthen our voice as an industry.

Diligence: Last year your state association was successful in eliminating 18 mils of taxation on inventory 
homes. Now some are suggesting that this change only reduces the tax on the building structure itself (not the 
property). Needless-to-say, your state association is working behind the scenes to ensure that this “interpretation” 
not take root. Similarly, last year your state association ushered in a historic set of changes to development rules 
for construction in and around our state’s critical dunes. Some are now trying to circumvent these changes thru 
administrative channels. Your state association is on guard and has interceded in several instances to make sure 
bureaucrats don’t disregard the new rules. Last year your state association was also able to get a new law passed 
that moves our state to a new flex-code cycle, so that code changes only have to occur once every doc years instead of every three. But, this new 
cycle only begins after this year’s revision to the state uniform construction code. So, your state association and a dedicated committee of builders 
from around the state are working to ensure that this year’s changes only include those that are absolutely necessary and justified.

Worker Shortage: This year we are supporting legislation (HB 4465 & HB 4466) that will allow curriculum flexibility enabling more kids to 
enter construction voc ed programs around the state. The large majority of kids interested in such programs are turned away. Why? Because scheduling 
and availability of language and Algebra II courses would make it impossible for them to graduate on time if they entered the construction program. 
We believe parents ought to have the flexibility to get their children into these hands-on programs (and still be able to graduate). We’re also working 
with the Construction Teacher’s Association, your local association, and others to try and develop better networks and communication strategies to 
connect potential workers with builders, remodelers and contractors. Some members may not yet see shortages in their areas, but they are coming. Too 
many workers were lost in our industry during the downturn (70,000 jobs were lost). Even modest growth has begun to trigger shortages.

Staying on Offense: Much like the changes to our state’s rules for development in critical dunes that were passed into law last year, this year 
we are seeking to reform Michigan’s wetlands law to avoid turning wetland permits over to the EPA and the Army Corp. Additionally, bills will soon 
be introduced to allow more flexible options for new septic systems. We also have bills in the works to make sure taxable values don’t spike when 
homes are rebuilt after a fire or other tragedy; and to eliminate the 18 mils of property taxes on any 
remaining inventory homes built before last year’s change went into effect. And, we are supporting 
legislation that would allow the MSHDA provide gap financing for development, since no (or few) 
private lenders are financing inventory homes or developments.

Not only does HBA Michigan work on a daily basis in the legislative, regulatory and judicial 
arenas, we have to be involved in the political arena. Friends of Housing (FoH) is your associa-
tion’s political action committee and voice in the election process. While the 2014 elections seem 
a ways off the work for success in those elections is already underway. This means raising money. 
FoH will be involved (in one way or another) with almost every race on the ballot. From the 
Governor’s race on down to the 38 state senate seats that will be on the ballot to the 110 state rep-
resentative races taking place around the state … to three Supreme Court seats. We can’t sit on the 
sidelines in the political arena if we want to continue to see successes in the legislative, legal and 
regulatory worlds. So, next time you’re asked to lend your financial support to Friends of Housing, 
please remember this reality and contribute.

Membership Growth: HBA Michigan cannot be successful without strong local HBAs. Your 
state association is investing in one-on-one membership recruitment and retention training for lo-
cal EOs this year. Nearly a dozen have already signed up for this training. Your state association 
is also working to expand and improve member-only benefits and discounts. A copyright infringe-
ment insurance program has been developed (and no other such coverage can be obtained unless 
you’re a member). We’ve also started offering a new telemedicine service among others. These 
along with our long-valued Meijer, Speedway, Frankenmuth and other programs provide an im-
portant tool for locals to retain and grow their membership.

Bottom line: HBA Michigan is the only statewide organization dedicated to promoting and 
protecting the interests of the residential building industry. If you are in the industry and are read-
ing this, but aren’t a member of an HBA, I hope you conclude that you need to be. For members, 
please know we’re always just a phone call away. Don’t ever hesitate calling me directly if you 
have a question or need assistance. My number is (517) 646-2555.

Letter from the State CEO
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Spike Report
	 The Spike Club is NAHB's recognition 
and incentive program for individuals work-
ing in membership recruitment and retention. 
	 A Spike is an individual who has earned at 
least six credits within a two-year period. Spike 
credits are earned by recruiting and retaining 
NAHB and council members.

How to Earn Spikes
1.	Individuals earn one new 

member credit for each new 
member sponsored.

2.	One retention credit is au-
tomatically assigned to the 
sponsor of record for first-
year renewals, if the renewal occurs on or before 
the anniversary date. Every year after one-half  
credit is earned, if the renewal form lists the 
sponsoring member.

3.	One-half credit is earned for the recruitment and 
retention of affiliate members. 

Bernie Mein: 392
David Roberts: 306.5

Bill Dykhuis: 227.5
Jim Roberts: 172
Seth Virgo: 167.5
George Kibler: 163

Troy McClure: 140.5
Annie Stetler: 110.5

Green Spike - 50 Credits
Michael Rhoades: 96.5
Jerry McCoy: 76.5
Jeff Smith: 74
Bob DeHaan: 67.5
Bob Visser: 67
Jeff Everts: 62.5
Mark Pulver: 57.5
Andy Sims: 56.5
Dave Holzwarth: 55.5

Ken Klok: 593.5

DJ Burke: 49.5
John Vanderweerd: 47
Kimball Wilson: 43
Craig Wenke 38
Jay Hoffman: 34.5
Joseph Blood: 33
Jack Kindig: 32.5
Linda Drenth: 32
Steve Roberts: 31.5
Scott Hoeksema: 30
Bill Green: 27.5

Life Spike - 25 Credits

Red Spike - 100 Credits

Royal Spike - 150 Credits

Super Spike - 250 Credits

Statesman Spike - 500 Credits

Membership Renewals                  Thank you for Renewing!

Company	 Name	 Type	 Date Joined
ABC Supply Company	 Dan Carpenter	 Assoc.	 08/01/1998
AVB	 Vicki Gesmundo	 Affiliate	 04/01/2009
Adapt Technologies	 Dave Cooper	 Builder	 04/01/1994
Advance Poured Walls	 Adam Barker	 Assoc.	 05/01/1983
Allegra of Battle Creek	 Jeff McConville	 Assoc.	 03/01/2007
Ayers Basement Systems	 Cathy Burke	 Assoc.	 12/01/2006
Bell Tower Outdoor Living Co.	 Jack Kosin	 Assoc.	 08/01/2009
Blue Line Remodeling	 Amil Alwan	 Builder	 03/01/2010
Borkholder Vinyl	 Paul Borkholder	 Assoc.	 04/01/2005
C. Johnson & Sons Excavating	 Mike Johnson	 Assoc.	 04/01/2011
D. L. Miller Woodworking	 David Miller	 Builder	 05/01/2009
Dave’s Glass Service	 Dave Groendyk	 Assoc.	 04/01/1993
DeNooyer Chevrolet	 Ryan DeNooyer	 Assoc.	 06/01/2002
DeVisser Landscape Services	 Dave DeVisser	 Assoc.	 04/01/2005
Devon Title	 Dawn Bradley	 Assoc.	 05/01/2003
Doors & Drawers	 Brad Botts	 Assoc.	 04/01/1992
Douglas & Son	 Rodger Storteboom	 Assoc.	 04/01/1992
Falcon Custom Homes	 Nathan Abbott	 Builder	 05/01/2012
Fetzer Center	 Connie L. Peruchietti	 Assoc.	 03/01/2004
Friendship Village	 Michael Rice	 Assoc.	 04/01/2010
G Allen	 Danielle Becklin	 Builder	 04/01/2012
Garnaat’s Window Cleaning	 Herald Garnaat	 Assoc.	 06/01/2010
Glas Associates Designers/Builders	 Charlie Glas	 Builder	 05/01/1965
Gordon Water Systems	 Phil Miller	 Assoc.	 05/01/1991
Greenscape Services	 Todd Brunner	 Assoc.	 04/01/1999
Hall of Fame Homes	 Greg Radcliffe	 Builder	 04/01/1994
Hannapel Home Center	 Jeff Everts	 Assoc.	 04/01/1992
Hearth and Home Design Center	 Steve Dennison	 Assoc.	 03/01/2012
Hettinger’s Backyard & Power Store	 Duane Hettinger	 Builder	 05/01/2009
Hoogstraten Builders	 Steve Hoogstraten	 Builder	 05/01/1965
Hoyt Custom Woodworking	 Chris M. Hoyt	 Assoc.	 04/01/2011
Jacks Wholesale Windows & Design	 Kurt Giese	 Builder	 01/01/1994
Jensen Security Systems	 George Jensen	 Assoc.	 04/01/1994
Keystone Community Bank	 Valerie Messer	 Assoc.	 04/01/2013
Lamplighter Electrical Contractors	 Ed VanderMeeden	 Assoc.	 04/01/1979
Lawn Doctor of Kalamazoo-Portage	 Bryan Sallmen	 Assoc.	 03/01/2011
Lutz Construction	 Jason Lutz	 Builder	 04/01/2008
Mattawan Mechanical Services	 Tom Vaughn	 Assoc.	 03/01/2010
Molnar Construction	 Dan Molnar	 Builder	 05/01/2009
Murray Landscaping	 Ken Murray	 Assoc.	 03/01/2010
Nations Title Agency	 Marci Hoffman	 Assoc.	 05/01/2011
Naylor Landscape Management	 Barney Naylor	 Assoc.	 04/01/2000
Norris Heating and Cooling	 Mark Norris	 Assoc.	 09/01/1999
O’Leary Paint	 Dirk Heerlyn	 Assoc.	 04/01/1999
Pennings & Sons	 Brian Pennings	 Builder	 05/01/1974
Portage Building Components	 Tom Broekema	 Assoc.	 04/01/1989
Preferred Plumbing & Heating	 Matt Brumm	 Assoc.	 05/01/2012
Rhoades Construction	 Michael Rhoades	 Builder	 06/01/1975
TH Media LLC	 Todd Swanson	 Assoc.	 04/01/2006
The Postman Inc.	 David Olson	 Assoc.	 02/01/2010
VanDam & Krusinga Bldg. & Rest.	 Dan Scheffers	 Builder	 04/01/1969
Virgo Building & Remodeling Co.	 Seth Virgo	 Builder	 10/01/1988
Vlietstra Bros., Inc. Pools & Spas	 Ron Vlietstra	 Builder	 05/01/1987
W. J. Dykhuis Builder	 William J. Dykhuis	 Builder	 05/01/1989
WLKM-WRCI Radio	 Dennis Rumsey	 Assoc.	 02/01/2012
Watts Elite Homes	 Joy Watts	 Builder	 04/01/1981
Zeeland Lumber & Supply Company	 Doug Vroegindewey	 Assoc.	 04/01/2006
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New Member Apps
The Home Builders Association of Great-
er Kalamazoo has received the following 
applications for new members:

First National Bank of Michigan
Ferguson
Krusinga Plumbing
Labor Ready

If you know of any reason these compa-
nies should not become members, please 
give Megan a call at (269) 375-4225.

No one likes to leave money on the table. 
So, what would you think if you could get 

a rebate for your loyalty to many of the 
nation’s leading manufacturers?

Well, now you can!

HBArebates.com

State Summer Convention Set 
for July at Mackinac Island

HBA of Michigan’s Summer Convention is set for July 24 to 26, 2013, at the Grand 
Hotel on Mackinac Island, Mich.

Some of the highlights include:
•A Family Friendly agenda with a free afternoon on Thursday, July 25
•Included in your registration fee are:

–Thursday; FREE lunch, FREE Ice Cream Social on the front porch,  FREE 
Grand Reception on the porch.  Children will again enjoy their own Grand Reception 
on the porch.   

–Kids will enjoy a tour of the new Butterfly Conservatory and the Grand Stables.  
Kids must be pre-registered to attend.  
•Following the Grand Reception enjoy a hayride up to the Cannonball Run Inn.  Chil-

dren are FREE, adults $20.00 (the sponsor will cover the remaining cost).  You must pre-
register.  

•Bed & Breakfast Room Rate – $359++ per night including for up to 4 persons per 
room including breakfast.

•Register before Friday, June 14, and be eligible for prize giveaways.  Two lucky 
member attendees will walk away with a $100.00 Speedway gas card.  

For more information check out www.HBAofMichigan.com.

Realtors to Hold 
Fundraiser Picnic, 
Silent Auction

The Greater Kalamazoo Association of 
Realtors annual picnic and silent auction will 
be held on Friday, June 14, to raise funds for 
the RPAC, the Realtors political action com-
mittee.

The buffet and silent auction will open 
at 11:30 a.m. with the auction closing at 1 
p.m. The buffet will close at 1:30 p.m. A $10 
RPAC donation will be collected at the door. 
To RSVP to the event, call (269) 382-1597.

Welcome New Members
Keystone Community Bank (affil.)
Lake Michigan Credit Union (affil.)
Precision Glass and Glazing

O’Brien Golf Outing 
Set for June 28

Home Builders Association member and 
State Representative Margaret O’Brien will 
hold a golf outing on Friday, June 28, at Thor-
napple Creek Golf Club. A 10 a.m. shotgun 
start is scheduled for the fundraising event for 
her re-election campaign.

The cost is $150 per golfer and $600 per 
foursome. There are several sponsorship op-
portunities for the event, including $1,000 
hole sponsorships, $1,000 drink sponsorships, 
$1,000 putting green sponsorships, a $2,000 
boxed lunch sponsor and a $2,000 major event 
sponsorship.

They are unable to accept corporate 
checks for this event. Make checks payable to 
“Citizens for Margaret O’Brien” and send to 
1625 Bellaire, Portage, MI  49024.

For more information, contact Stephanie 
Bogema at (269) 377-1790 or email her at 
stephanie.bogema@gmail.com.
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May
Student of the Month

Cesar Garcia, Jr.,
Kalamazoo Central High School
Schoolcraft Construction 
Trades Program

	 Cesar Garcia, Jr., is a sophomore at Kalamazoo Central 
High School.  He has been selected as the May Home Build-
ers Association Student of the Month by his instructor, Brian 
Segraves.  This is Cesar’s first year in the Construction Trades 
program.  Brian Segraves states:  “From the beginning, it was 
evident that Cesar has a solid work ethic.  He takes initiative 
and leads other students on projects allowing for a seamless 
completion of tasks.  Cesar is also a responsible student, and 
he shows respect towards other classmates and teachers.  As a 
high school sophomore, Cesar has tremendous potential to de-
velop in the Construction Trades program and eventually in the 
construction industry if that happens to be where his path leads 
him.”

	 Cesar has been around construction for the majority of 
his life.  His father has always been one who does his own home 
repairs from building a garage, adding additions , and finish-
ing trim.  Cesar is a very hands-on person and likes to work 
hard.  Friends and family refer to him as an outdoors man as 
he spends most of his time outside enjoying nature or working 
on his tractors.  He is having a great experience participating in 
the Construction Trades program and is learning many of the 
skills needed in the construction industry today.  Cesar is a very 
strong team player and is very capable of completing any task at 
hand.  He would like to thank his construction trades instructors 
Mr. Segraves and Mr. Diaz for everything they have taught him 
so far this year.  He looks forward to learning more as the year 
progresses.

	 Cesar is the son of Angelica and Cesar Garcia. 

Membership Report
Home Builders Association, as of March 31, 2013.
(NAHB Report) Total Membership: 465
(Builders: 122, Associates: 325, Affiliates: 18)
Previous Annual Reports:
Dec. 31, 2012: 463 Members (118 B, 328 A, 17 Af)
Dec. 31, 2011: 442 Members (115 B, 312 A, 15 Af)
Dec. 31, 2010: 419 Members (121 B, 284 A, 14 Af)
Dec. 31, 2009: 430 Members (140 B, 279 A, 11 Af)
Dec. 31, 2008: 508 Members (162 B, 331 A, 15 Af)
Dec. 31, 2007: 580 Members (200 B, 380 A, 0 Af)

Hard Hat Open 
Set for June 24 
at Pine View

Home Builders Association will host the 
annual Hard Hat Open on Monday, June 24, 
at the Pine View Golf Club in Three Rivers. A 
shot gun start is scheduled for 10 a.m.

This is a change from the originally 
scheduled outing in August. This year’s event 
will have a single flight for golfers, making for 
an inclusive dinner event where members can 
network and socialize together while enjoying 
their meal. 

To reserve a spot golfing in the event, 
please complete the flier on Page 14 of this 
newsletter or call Kristi Thompson at the HBA 
office at (269) 375-4225. There are several 
sponsorship opportunities left for the Hard 
Hat Open. Contact Megan Weller at the HBA 
office at (269) 375-4225 for these sponsor-
ships or email her at mweller@hbagk.org.

Builders and 
Homes in
2013 Parade

1. DeLoof Builders LLC, 10124 Harris 
Dr., Portage. 2. Martz Home Builders LLC, 
2180 Oakland Farms Trail, Portage. 3. AVB, 
2406 Tangley Oak Court, Portage. 4. T. A. 
Scott Construction, 1425 Balboa St., Portage. 
5. AVB, 5601 North Red Pine Circle, Kalama-
zoo. 6. Allen Edwin Homes, 5928 Ashland 
Blvd., Kalamazoo. 7. Roberts Built Homes 
Inc., 7895 Port Hope, Kalamazoo. 8. AVB, 
8364 Barony Pointe, Mattawan. 9. Powell Cus-
tom Homes, LLC, 6740 Terrier Trail, Kalama-
zoo. 10. Paragon Custom Homes, Inc., 1324 
N. Eagle Lake Dr., Kalamazoo. 11. Lutz Con-
struction, 24584 Clancey, Mattawan. 12. AVB, 
6199 McGillicuddy Ln. Portage. 13. Glas As-
sociates Designers/Builders, 2925 Woodgate 
Ln. Kalamazoo. 14. AVB, 644 Wynding Oaks, 
Kalamazoo. 15. Visser, 2636 West Port Dr., 
Kalamazoo. 16. Roberts Development Group 
Inc., 4099 Oakharbor, Kalamazoo. 17. Visser, 
6492 Trayburne Trail, Kalamazoo. 18. Watts 
Elite Homes, 6191 Canterwood. R1. Mulder 
Glass/Four Seasons Sunrooms, 5119 West 
Main St., Kalamazoo. R2. Jim Roberts Con-
struction Inc., 3211 Bronson Blvd., Kalama-
zoo. R3. T. A. Scott Construction, 5690 Bel 
Shore Ln., Schoolcraft.
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Builder,
Associate

of Year
Announced
The Home Builders Association of 

Greater Kalamazoo announced the Builder 
of the Year and Associate of the Year awards 
at the May General Membership Meeting on 
May 21. Scott Hoeksema was named Builder 
of the Year and Linda Drenth was named As-
sociate of the Year. 

The Battle Creek Chapter announced 
their Builder and Associate at their meeting 
earlier in the month. Ron Ermer is the Battle 
Creek Builder of the Year and Mike McKin-
ney is the Associate of the Year there.

Scott Hoeksema has been a past presi-
dent of the association and has served on the 
Board of Directors and the Executive Com-
mittee. He has also been involved with Fast 
Built, Parade of Homes, Truck Pull, Ram-
pathon, the Appraisal Task Force and many 
other activities.

In nominating Scott for this honor, it 
was said that “Scott has been involved in so 
many activities at the HBA, he is deserving 
of this award and exemplifies the character 
and dedication that all HBA members should 
strive for.”

Scott and his twin brother Dan started 
Hoeksema Builders together more than 10 
years ago. Scott and his wife Rosalie have 
two sons, Jaden and Landon.

Linda Drenth’s involvement in the HBA 
actually predates her joining the association. 
She started volunteering with the Fast-Built 
Project in 1999.

In 2002, she joined Cerutti, Clute and 
Associates and became active in the associa-
tion and has been busy helping with nearly 
every project the HBA is involved in: Fast 
Built, Friends of Housing, the Truck Pull, the 
Membership Committee, the Board of Direc-
tors (where she serves as Treasurer) and the 
Executive Committee.

“Linda puts in a lot of time and effort 
into the HBA,” her nominator said. “Her love 
for this association is evident through every-
thing she does for us.”

Linda has two sons: Ryan, 24, and Jon, 
27, and lives in Texas Township.

Above, HBA President Scott DeLoof, left, presents Scott Hoeksema the Builder 
of the Year award at the general membership meeting on May 21. Below, Linda 
Drenth shows her Associate of the Year award. Linda was unable to attend the 
membership meeting, but recorded a message that was played at the meeting.

Past Builders and
Associates of the Year
2013	 Builder: Scott Hoeksema
	 Associate: Linda Drenth
2012	 Builder: Stephen Roberts
	 Associate: David Holzwarth
2011	 Builder: Craig Wenke
	 Associate: Chris Phillips
2010	 Builder: Dan Martz
	 Associate: Larry Goostrey
2009	 Builder: Jim Roberts
	 Associate: Casey Fawley
2008	 Builder: Jeff Smith
	 Associate: Margaret O’Brien
2007	 Builder: Peter Strazdas
	 Associate: Troy McClure
2006	 Builder: Ken Klok
	 Associate: Annie Morgan
2005	 Builder: Bill Dykhuis
	 Associate: Sherry Kuzma
2004	 Builder: Ken Klok
	 Associate: Troy McClure
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Upcoming Events
June 1 to 9		  NAHB Spring Board of Directors Meeting
Tuesday, June 4	 3:30 p.m.	 Truck Pull Committee Meeting
June 7 to 15	  	 2013 Parade of Homes

The annual Parade of Homes proudly presents a selection of spectacular homes 
featuring the latest trends in residential building. 

Wednesday, June 12	 3:30 p.m. 	 Membership Committee Meeting
Monday, June 17	 3:30 p.m. 	 Executive Committee Meeting
Friday, June 21	 3:30 p.m.	 Government Affairs Committee Meeting
Monday, June 24 	 9:30 a.m. 	 2013 Hard Hat Open

Join the HBA for the 2013 Hard Hat Open Golf Tournament 
at Beautiful Pine View Golf Club. Sponsored by ADT. 

From the
Home Builders Association of Michigan

Labor shortages for new housing projects 
are creating obstacles for Michigan’s strength-
ening housing market. A recent survey showed 
that one in three HBA Michigan builder mem-
bers have already experienced difficulty find-
ing workers this year.

“We knew of pockets in and around Grand 
Rapids and Detroit that were experiencing la-
bor shortages, but the survey showed that this 
pressure is starting to be felt across the en-
tire state,” said Robert Filka, HBA Michigan 
CEO.

Earlier this month the HBA Michigan 
Housing Index was conducted, depicting a 
stronger housing market in 2013. Highlights 
of the survey related to labor shortage include:

• 34.3% of builders and 24% of remodel-
ers are having trouble finding workers

• 15.4% of builders and 50% of remodel-
ers are having difficulty finding general labor-
ers

• 46.2% if builders and 83.3% of remod-
elers are struggling to find carpenters

• 46% of builders and 33.3% of remodel-
ers cannot find framers

• 38.5% of builders and 16.7% of remod-
elers are having trouble finding plumbers and 
workers who lay tile, drywall and roofing

“Many individuals who used to work 
in the construction business here in Michi-
gan have joined other professions, retired 
or moved out-of-state – to places like Texas 
where the building industry wasn’t hit as hard 
during the downturn,” noted Clyde Alcox, 
president of HBA of Michigan. “The major-
ity of these folks aren’t coming back to the 
industry.”

The economy has affected business in 
terms of finding people to handle the smaller, 
inner jobs of the home building process. Many 
contractors are having trouble finding individ-
uals that handle jobs such as carpentry, finish-
ing, and flooring.

“We have been fortunate enough to be 
able to form two crews instead of just one and 
we are staying busy,” states John Vito, a build-
er from Delton, Mich. “Special orders and 
certain supplies are certainly taking longer, 
though. And this along with labor availability 
can play a part in whether or not a project is 
completed on time or how closely the budget 
is met.”

Filka believes that the long-term solution 
to these shortages falls under the responsibil-

ity of the home building industry to foster the 
growth of partnerships with vocational educa-
tion programs for prospective workers across 
the state.

“Unfortunately, many programs like this 
have to turn away students because for vari-
ous reasons those students might not be able to 
complete the state-mandated merit curriculum 
requirements and graduate on time if they were 
enrolled,” said Filka. “That is why we support 
legislation [HB 4465 and HB 4466] that would 
provide greater flexibility to students, parents 
and schools in determining whether or how all 
the current curriculum requirements should be 
achieved by students who have an inclination 

for construction or other trade.”
About the HBA Michigan Housing Index:
The Michigan Housing Index combines 

results of a quarterly survey of Michigan 
builders and remodelers along with a series 
of economic statistics including single fam-
ily home permits, crude oil prices, automo-
bile production and unemployment. The HBA 
Michigan Housing Index is intended to pro-
vide an accurate projection of the future direc-
tion of the building and remodeling housing 
market in Michigan.

About the Home Builders Association of 
Michigan:

Labor Shortage Hindering State’s Home Building Recovery

Continued on Page 9
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*All incentives applied (some buyers 
will not qualify for all incentives). 

*Rebates applied. Plus tax, title and li-
cense. 0% available on most models in 
lieu of rebates. To qualified buyers. See 

store for details. Prices subject 
to incentive updates from GM.

HBA Members

Big Selection of 
Vans and 3/4- &
1-Ton Pickups!

Home Builder Price* . . . . . $30,904
With Trade-In . . . . . -$1,000

W/New Snowplow Installed . . . . . -$1,000
$28,904

Ask about the 5-year, 100,000 mile
GM Powertrain Warranty! 

NAHB Members Take Another
$500 Off Prices in this Ad!

Example #DZ105798 -- 
2500HD Regular Cab, 4x4, 6.0 
V-8, Eaton locking differential, 
trailer package, 6 spd. HD au-
tomatic transmission, snow-
plow prep, tilt, cruise, 9500-lb. 
GVWR, MSRP $35,115.

Call Ron Morton at 
(269) 217-9272

rmorton@coleautomotive.com

6600 S. Westnedge Ave,
Portage One Mile South of I-94

www.colecentury.com

YOUR SOURCE 
FOR NISSAN 
COMMERCIAL 
VEHICLES

The Nissan NV Cargo Van              

****COMING SOON****
The NV200 Compact Cargo Van                                                     

For more information or to have a van
brought to your place of business   
call Erwin Maier at (269) 342-9800

or email at emaier@coleautomotive.com

THE NEW NISSAN NV

   The all-new Nissan NV lineup is here and we have them in stock!

 Up to 323 cu. ft. of space and a maximum cargo height of 76.5” allowing a person 6'3” 
           to stand upright in high roof models.

 Out front design allowing for spacious cabin, driver comfort and more efficient 
serviceability of the engine.

 MSRP competitive with GM and Ford and thousands less than Sprinter 
vans.

For more information call Erwin Maier at (269)342-9800

Cole Nissan
3003 Stadium Drive, Kalamazoo      One Mile East of US 131

www.cole-nissan.com

Come see the most innovative 
cargo van in the industry!

MSRP competitive with GM and Ford
and thousands less than Sprinter vans.

$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$

$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$

Call Erwin Maier at
(269) 342-9800

Home Builder Price* . . . . . $26,565
Credit Toward Interior Upfit . . . . . -$1,000

$25,565

2013 GMC Savana 3/4 Ton 
Van -- 8600 GVWR, 4.8 V8 
power, tilt, cruise, air condi-
tioning, Eaton locking differ-
ential, power windows/locks, 
AM/FM. MSRP $29,305.
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HBA Board Spotlight:
Troy McClure, Minor Field Agency

One common thread with all the inter-
views for the HBA Board Spotlight article is 
finding that all the Home Builders Associa-
tion board members are involved. Involved 
not only with this association, but with other 
organizations, activities and charities.

Troy McClure is no exception to that 
rule. In fact, his involvement in other activi-
ties is impressive. 

Troy has 17 years experience in the 
insurance industry and has been involved 
with the HBA since 1998. He has served on 
the board of directors for the past 11 years, 
which is the longest tenured elected official 
on the board.

His involvement in the HBA has in-
cluded the Community Projects Commit-
tee, the Ethics Committee, the Membership 
Committee, Public Relations Committee, 
and Executive Committee.

He has participated in the Ramp-a-thon, 
the Home Expo, Fast-Built Home, Friends 
of Housing and General Membership Meet-
ing Task Force.

“Ramp-a-thon is my favorite event at 
the HBA,” Troy said, noting he is especially 
moved by helping our veterans who have 
given so much for the freedom that Ameri-
cans enjoy.

Troy is also a past HBA Michigan State 
Director, two-time Associate of the Year 
and a Spike Club member with more than 
140  spikes.

“Membership is key to our future and 
the success of the HBA,” Troy said. “We 
need all our members to get active in re-
cruiting new members … get involved!”

All that is just his involvement with this 
association. He is also involved in a number 
of other organizations.

Troy and his family are members of 
Third Christian Reformed Church in Ka-
lamazoo, where he has served as an Elder 
and a junior high youth group leader. Troy is 
also active as a coach with Westwood Little 
League and Comet Youth Football.

He has also obtained a number of des-
ignations through continuing education 

Troy McClure

McClure Feels Membership
is Vital to HBA’s Success

within the insurance industry: Certified 
Insurance Counselor, 2005; Certified Risk 
Manager, 2009; and Certified Professional 
Insurance Agent, 2011.

“My goal with every client is to devel-
op a long term relationship while providing 
solutions at a competitive cost.” Troy said.

Troy holds a Bachelor of Science de-
gree in business from Calvin College and 
he is a Kalamazoo Christian graduate. He 
and his wife Nicole have two children, Der-
ek, 11, and Jacob, 9.

In his spare time Troy enjoys golfing, 
hunting, traveling and spending time with 
his family.

Troy carries the same passion he holds 
for the Home Builders Association over to 
his love of baseball. “Baseball is the ONLY 
sport,” he says. “Every other sport is simply 
a hobby.”

His favorite team is the Detroit Tigers 
and he can spout statistics from players of 
40 years ago like rattling off his kids’ ages.

His favorite Tiger players are Kirk 
Gibson and Al Kaline. “Big 6 (Kaline) had 
a canon for an arm and played great de-
fense,” Troy said. “Kirk Gibson is probably 
my favorite Tiger of all time because of his 
passion for the game and leaving it all on 
the field … there have been many more tal-
ented Tigers than Gibby but none played 
the game harder than he did.”

The Home Builders Association of Mich-
igan is a professional trade association com-
prised of 27 local home builder associations 
around the state and their builder, subcontrac-
tor and supplier members. HBAM works to 
positively promote the building industry and 
impact legislative, regulatory and legal issues 
affecting housing affordability.

Continued from Page 7
Worker Shortage in State

Anderson Brothers Steamatic
Bath Fitter
Blind Design 
Borgess Health and Fitness Center
Boris Realtors
Bronson Athletic Club
Carter Lumber
Castle Coatings, Inc.
Concrete Corrections
Concrete Solutions
Corklane Decorating
DeWolff Painting
Elenbaas Hardwood
Ex-Caliber Painting
Expressions by Jan
Fabulous Floors
Fireplace and Grill Shoppe
Galesburg Hardware
General Equipment Rental
George’s Appliance 
Goggins Rental
GreenBuild @ Spartan Enterprises
Greenleaf Trust
Griffin Pest Solutions
Henderson Castle
Hodgson Lighting and Log
Howland Floor Covering
Kalamazoo Mortgage
L & N Carpet Cleaning
Leaf Filter
Leighton Flooring
Mall City Mechanical
MetLife
Monarch Community Bank
Pro Water Treatment
Roots Tree Service
Solar Winds Power Systems

Do You Know
These Businesses?

We need our members to encourage the fol-
lowing businesses to join or re-join the as-
sociation. Contact Megan Weller if you need 
any additional information to help you recruit 
them as a member.
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May’s GMM Filled with Fun and Information

Troy Cuvelier high-fives Scott 
DeLoof as he wins the screw 
contest, which was a fundraiser 
at the May general member-
ship meeting. Above, Bob Filka, 
CEO of the state association, 
updated those in attendance 
about activities in Lansing. Be-
low, George Kibler gives the 
screw contest a try.
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For more information contact Jerry Whitaker from 
Whitaker-LaChance Agency at

(269) 274-6159

HBA commitment 
       

Money saving discounts
Superior coverage

Battle Creek Clays Shoot Champion
Matt Lyster, left, accepts the trophy on behalf of his team at the second annual Battle Creek Sporting Clays Shoot at Centerline 
Shooting Club on May 1. Handing over the trophy is the event sponsor Bryan Smith from U.S. Lumber. Casey Fawley, Friends of 
Housing Committee co-chair, gives his sign of approval. The shoot raised $1,700 for the state Friends of Housing PAC, which sup-
ports the HBA of Michigan’s legislative efforts throughout the state.
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KRESA’s HBA
Scholarship 
Winners
Announced

The Kalamazoo Regional Educational 
Service Agency (KRESA) Education for Em-
ployment program recently announced its 
scholarship winners for 2013 at an awards 
breakfast held May 2 at the Radisson.

Among the scholarships awarded were 
two from the Home Builders Association of 
Greater Kalamazoo. Garrett Bartholomew and 
Derrick Hostetler each received a $500 schol-
arship from the local HBA.

Bartholomew is a senior at Climax-Scotts 
High School and will attend Michigan State 
University in the fall to study agriculture. He 
is the son of Travis and Tricia Bartholomew 
and was nominated by instructor Brian Seg-
raves.

In nominating Bartholomew, Segraves 
said, “Garret is a peer role model who readily 
takes the lead on projects and is consistently 
willing to go the extra mile. He is a highly 
skilled carpenter who has a very bright future 
ahead of him!”

Derrick Hostetler is a senior at Comstock 
High School and has not decided on a college 
or a major yet. He is the son of Rob and Diane 
Hostetler and was also nominated by instruc-
tor Brian Segraves.

In his nomination of Hostetler, Segraves 
said, “Derrick is a dedicated hard worker who 
has been reliable and always willing to help 
out. Derrick has a natural interest in learn-
ing construction skills which has fueled his 
achievements in the program.”

This year’s recipients of the Home Builders Association of Greater Kalamazoo’s schol-
arships at the Kalamazoo Regional Educational Service Agency (KRESA) Education 
for Employment program were announced at a breakfast held May 2 at the Radisson 
in downtown Kalamazoo. Pictured with Interim Executive Officer Scott McGraw are 
(above) Garrett Bartholomew  and (below) Derrick Hostetler. Two $500 scholarships 
are offered annually by the association. The scholarships are funded through the sales 
of tickets for KRESA’s building trades project each year at the Home Expo and an en-
dowment fund where excess monies are invested.

Use a Professional, 
Use a Member.

www.KalamazooHomePage.com
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	 County	 Jurisdiction	 Street  	 Type	 Permit Date	 Value	 Sq Ft
	 Allegan	 Dorr	 Railside Ct.  	 sgl. fam.	 4/10/2013	 110,000.00	 1172
	 Allegan	 Douglas	 Main St.  	 sgl. fam.	 4/4/2013	 500,000.00	 2006
	 Allegan	 Laketown	 Sandcastle Dr.  	 sgl. fam.	 4/2/2013	 639,000.00	 3120
	 Allegan	 Laketown	 Sand Castle Dr. 	 sgl. fam.	 4/2/2013	 639,000.00	 5806
	 Allegan	 Leighton	 Homestead Dr.  	 sgl. fam.	 4/15/2013	 97,000.00	 1929
	 Allegan	 Leighton	 Horseshoe Ct.  	 sgl. fam.	 4/15/2013	 112,000.00	 2271
	 Allegan	 Otsego Township	 South Point Trails 	 sgl. fam.	 4/9/2013	 118,000.00	 1451
	 Allegan	 Otsego Township	 West Baseline Rd. 	 sgl. fam.	 4/29/2013	 174,787.00	 3038
	 Allegan	 Otsego Township	 South Point Trails 	 sgl. fam.	 4/9/2013	 162,000.00	 1600
	 Allegan	 Salem	 Rabbit River Farms 	 sgl. fam.	 4/4/2013	 115,000.00	 1300
	 Allegan	 Salem	 Rabbit River Farms 	 sgl. fam.	 4/4/2013	 125,000.00	 1503
	 Allegan	 Salem	 Oakland Hills Dr. 	 sgl. fam.	 4/11/2013	 135,000.00	 1363
	 Allegan	 Salem	 144th Ave.  	 sgl. fam.	 4/2/2013	 280,000.00	 3449
	 Allegan	 Salem	 Oakland Hills Dr. 	 sgl. fam.	 4/11/2013	 110,000.00	 1270
	 Allegan	 Saugatuck Township	 60th St.  	 sgl. fam.	 4/19/2013	 275,000.00	 2300
	 Allegan	 Wayland City	 Wildflower Ct.  	 sgl. fam.	 4/15/2013	 180,193.00	 2121
	 Allegan	 Wayland Township	 133rd St.  	 sgl. fam.	 4/2/2013	 394,000.00	 2766
	 Allegan	 Wayland Township	 2nd St.  	 sgl. fam.	 4/3/2013	 165,000.00	 2040
	 Barry	 Irving	 Buehler Rd.  	 sgl. fam.	 4/1/2013	 130,000.00	 1500
	 Barry	 Orangeville	 Guernsey Lake Rd. 	 sgl. fam.	 4/11/2013	 311,678.00	 2500
	 Barry	 Prairieville	 Southgate Dr.  	 sgl. fam.	 4/1/2013	 313,000.00	 1907
	 Barry	 Thornapple	 Duncan Shores Lane 	 sgl. fam.	 4/17/2013	 340,000.00	 1680
	 Barry	 Thornapple	 Duncan Shores Lane 	 sgl. fam.	 4/26/2013	 250,000.00	 2742
	 Barry	 Thornapple	 Windy Ridge Dr. 	 sgl. fam.	 4/19/2013	 500,000.00	 3700
	 Barry	 Yankee Springs	 Pine Meadow Dr. 	 sgl. fam.	 4/18/2013	 320,000.00	 1796
	 Calhoun	 Marengo Township	 North J Dr. 	 sgl. fam.	 4/15/2013		  1344
	 Kalamazoo	 Comstock	 Castle Creek Circle 	 sgl. fam.	 4/5/2013	 219,000.00	 1840
	 Kalamazoo	 Kalamazoo City	 Wynding Oaks  	 condo	 4/12/2013	 510,000.00	
	 Kalamazoo	 Kalamazoo City	 Wynding Oaks  	 condo	 4/12/2013	 510,000.00	
	 Kalamazoo	 Portage	 Oakland Farms Trail 	 sgl. fam.	 4/10/2013	 161,640.00	
	 Kalamazoo	 Portage	 Cliffwood Ave.  	 sgl. fam.	 4/1/2013	 243,638.00	
	 Kalamazoo	 Portage	 Tullymore Point  	 sgl. fam.	 4/16/2013	 370,708.00	
	 Kalamazoo	 Richland	 Richland Woods Ct. 	 sgl. fam.	 4/3/2013		
	 Kalamazoo	 Richland	 Silver Maple St. 	 sgl. fam.	 4/22/2013		
	 Kalamazoo	 Ross	 East Gull Lake Dr.	 sgl. fam.	 4/15/2013	 209,366.00	 2175
	 Kalamazoo	 Ross	 North 37th St. 	 sgl. fam.	 4/15/2013	 113,770.00	 1440
	 Kalamazoo	 Ross	 Gull Lake Island 	 sgl. fam.	 4/15/2013	 78,065.00	 2298
	 Kalamazoo	 Ross	 East FG Ave. 	 sgl. fam.	 4/15/2013		  1700
	 Kalamazoo	 Schoolcraft Township	 Heron St.  	 sgl. fam.	 4/24/2013		
	 Kalamazoo	 Texas	 Mistycreek Dr.  	 sgl. fam.	 4/1/2013	 338,529.00	
	 Kalamazoo	 Texas	 West Crooked Lake Dr.	 sgl. fam.	 4/30/2013	 264,526.00	
	 Kalamazoo	 Texas	 Mistycreek Dr.  	 sgl. fam.	 4/1/2013	 218,930.00	
	 Kalamazoo	 Texas	 South 8th St. 	 sgl. fam.	 4/11/2013	 308,794.00	
	 Kalamazoo	 Texas	 Presque Isle Dr. 	 sgl. fam.	 4/1/2013	 231,672.00	
	 Kalamazoo	 Texas	 Attleberry Ave.  	 sgl. fam.	 4/4/2013	 247,053.00	
	 Kalamazoo	 Texas	 Attleberry Ave.  	 sgl. fam.	 4/11/2013	 345,773.00	
	 Kalamazoo	 Texas	 Barony Pointe  	 sgl. fam.	 4/10/2013	 336,642.00	
	 Kalamazoo	 Texas	 Mistycreek Dr.  	 sgl. fam.	 4/1/2013	 236,569.00	
	 Kalamazoo	 Vicksburg	 Odell Farms Lane 	 sgl. fam.	 4/15/2013		
	 Kalamazoo	 Vicksburg	 Zachary St.  	 sgl. fam.	 4/15/2013		
	 Van Buren	 Antwerp	 Rebecca Dr.  	 sgl. fam.	 4/29/2013	 174,500.00	
	 Van Buren	 Antwerp	 Brownstone Blvd.  	 sgl. fam.	 4/1/2013	 164,500.00	 1820
	 Van Buren	 Antwerp	 Sand Pines Circle 	 sgl. fam.	 4/10/2013	 80,000.00	
	 Van Buren	 Lawrence	 CR 365  	 sgl. fam.	 4/15/2013	 198,423.00	 1927

Builder Track Report – April 2013

Data supplied by Builder Track Reports. For current, complete information on housing starts,
 go to www.buildertrackreports.com for samples, subscription information, and more.



Page 14 • Home Builders Association June 2013 • Builders’ Voice



Builders’ Voice • June 2013 Home Builders Association • Page 15

Fundraiser for O’Brien Attended by Lt. Gov. Calley
The Home Builders Association of Michigan held a fundraiser for State Rep. Margaret O’Brien on Friday, May 10, at a “spec” house 
constructed by Dan Martz for the upcoming Spring Parade of Homes. O’Brien introduced a bill in Lansing that was passed into law 
last year to exempt builders from the non-homestead property tax on inventory or “spec” homes. Above, Dan Martz and state CEO 
Bob Filka discuss the residential home industry in Michigan with Lt. Gov. Brian Calley (right). Below, O’Brien, Calley and Julie and 
Dan Martz take a moment to pose for a picture during the evening’s event. The Home Builders Association of Michigan hosted the 
event, which raised funds for O’Brien’s re-election campaign. 



Page 16 • Home Builders Association June 2013 • Builders’ Voice


